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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily shift from the state 
in which a device individually operates to the state in 
which the device operates as a master unit or a slave 
unit by preferentially executing the processing in 
accordance with selection when the device that 
individually operates is selected as a master unit and a 
slave unit 

SOLUTION: In an operating state with a computer 21 as 
a master unit and computers 22 to 2m as slave units, 
because of an operational environment, etc., of a 
computer system, e.g. when the master unit is changed 
from the computer 21 to the computer 2m, the computers 
21 and 2m separately display a master/slave setting 
screen. When the computer 21 is set to a slave as 
definition information and the computer 2m is set to a 
master, the computer 2m becomes a master unit and 
notifies each computer of master specific information, 
while each computer recognizes that the computer 2m 
becomes a master unit and after that performs the update 
request of a common file to the computer 2m. Thereby, 
definition information which corresponds to the actual 
operation state, etc., of the system is set. 
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(57) [Summary] 
[Problem] 

A problem is to cause computers that function as master 
or slave devices according to definition information and 

10 conduct communication via a communication line to function 
singly when the definition information is not set and function 
as master or slave devices according to subsequent setting. 
[Solving Means] 

If definition information for defining that a computer 

15 should function as a master or slave device is not defined, 
then this computer is caused to function in a stand alone mode, 
i.e., this computer is caused to function singly without 
conducting communication via a communication line. If the 
computer is newly set as a master or slave as definition 

20 information on a master/slave setting screen, then the computer 
shifts from the stand alone mode to a link mode in which the 
computer functions as a master device or a slave device, and 
the computer functions as a master device or a slave device 
and starts communication conducted via a communication line. 
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[Brief Description of the Drawing] 
[FIG. 1] 

FIG. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram showing an 
example of a computer system 10 in the present invention. 
[FIG. 2] 

FIG. 2 is a flow chart showing an example of a processing 
procedure in a computer. 
[FIG. 3] 

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an operation of the present 
invention. 
[FIG. 4] 

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing an operation of the present 
invention . 

[Description of reference numerals] 

1: communication line 

2n: computer 

10: computer system 

[FIG. 1] 
COMPUTER 
COMMON FILE 
[FIG. 2] 

SI: IS THERE DEFINITION INFORMATION SETTING ? 
MASTER 
SLAVE 



NO SETTING 
S2A: START MASTER PROCESSING PROGRAM 
S2B: START SLAVE PROCESSING PROGRAM 
S3: DISPLAY MENU SCREEN 
5 S4: IS THERE DATA SETTING SCREEN ORDER ? 
S5: LINK MODE ? 
S6: IS UPDATE POSSIBLE ? 
S7: DISPLAY SPECIFIED SCREEN 
S8: UPDATE COMMON FILE 
10 S9: IS THERE DEFINITION INFORMATION SETTING ? 

MASTER 

SLAVE 

NO SETTING 

SIO: TRANSFER DEFINITION INFORMATION TO SLAVE DEVICE 
15 Sll: TRANSFER DEFINITION INFORMATION TO MASTER DEVICE 

S15: DISPLAY MASTER/SLAVE SCREEN 

SI 6: IS THERE MASTER ORDER ? 

817: START MASTER PROCESSING PROGRAM 

S18: TRANSFER COMMON FILE 
20 S19: START SLAVE PROCESSING PROGRAM 

S20: RECEIVE COMMON FILE 

[FIG.' 3] 

21: MASTER DEVICE 
COMMON FILE 
25 DATA UPDATE 
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22: SLAVE DEVICE 
COMMON FILE 
[FIG. 4] 

21: MASTER DEVICE 
5 COMMON FILE 

22: SLAVE DEVICE 
COMMON FILE 
DATA UPDATE 
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